THE malignancies of the sublines of the WBP1 rat tumour are related to their abilities to induce a fatal hypoglycaemia (see above (Stansly, 1965). No evidence that any infectious agent was responsible for the differences in malignancy was obtained.
THE malignancies of the sublines of the WBP1 rat tumour are related to their abilities to induce a fatal hypoglycaemia (see above). The more malignant sublines, V and X, arose during serial ascites passage of the A subline, presumably by selection of more malignant cells from the total population. However, the apparent increase in malignancy could have been due to the acquisition of an infectious agent, during animal passage, which contributed to the pathological effects, either independently or in conjunction with the tumour cells. The association of such agents with transplantable tumours and their contribution to the overall disease syndrome have been reported (Belcher and Simpson, 1960; Davies, Cross and Lapis, 1962; Stansly, 1965 (Stansly, 1965) . No evidence that any infectious agent was responsible for the differences in malignancy was obtained.
First, normal rats and mice were examined for pathological effects following the injection of extracts of V cells or of serum from rats bearing the V tumour (cf. Davies et al., 1962) , so that any changes could be compared with those produced by activetumourgrowth (Williamsetal.,1968; Killingtonetal.,1971 Lack of evidence for a phenomenon can never disprove its existence. Nevertheless, until evidence to the contrary is presented, these four investigations support the conclusion that the difference in malignancy between WBP I (A) and WBPI (V) sublines is a genuine property of the cells and is not mediated by a non-oncogenic infectious agent associated with the V cells alone.
